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DESERT TIDINGS 

From Dale Ralph Davis commentary 
The service of the real God is so diverse 
(vv. 3-15) 
 

Obadiah wins a good bit of the writer‟s 
attention; he figures in two scenes, one with 
Ahab (vv. 3-6), the other with Elijah (vv. 7-15).  
In the first section the writer both identifies Oba-
diah (3a; he is the head domestic administrator) 
and includes a revealing parenthesis about his 
character and activities: 

 

Now Obadiah 
feared Yahweh 
very much.  So 
when Jezebel cut 
off the prophets of 
Yahweh, Obadiah 
took a hundred 
prophets and hit 
them, fifty to a 
cave, and sus-
tained them with 
bread and water 
(vv. 3b-4). 

 

Here (vv. 3-6) is an interesting contrast between 
Ahab and Obadiah.  Obadiah saves prophets.  
Ahab wants to save mules and horses (v. 5).  
That is typical of kings and governments:  the 
economy is everything.  As for Obadiah, note 
that no sooner does the writer inform us of his 
„fearing‟ Yahweh (v. 3b) than he shows in verse 
4 that this fear was not simply some private feel-
ing or insulated piety.  His activity (v. 4) is the 
fruit of his fear (v. 3b).  He hides prophets of 
Yahweh at great risk.  If discovered, he would 
far more than his spot at the top of the civil ser-

vice sector.  This brief parenthesis packs some 
virile theology, for it shows that Obadiah’s work 
is a quiet monument to Jezebel’s failure.  His 
courage stymies the full success of her Yahwist 
liquidation policy.  Sometimes Yahweh attacks 
evil with the in-your-face style of an Elijah (17:1), 
and sometimes he frustrates it by the simple 
subversion of an unobtrusive agent.  You find 
faithful servants of God even where Satan‟s 
throne is (cf. Revelation 2:13 again).  If you have 
a kingdom view of things this textual parenthesis 
fairly explodes with hope. 

 Obadiah stands in contrast not only to 
Ahab but also to Elijah, for verses 7-15 suggest 
a clear distinction between the civil servant and 
the prophet.  Elijah seems bold, confrontational, 
intrusive, while Obadiah appears hesitant, cau-
tious, and fearful.  Because of this, some inter-
preters in my opinion misjudge Obadiah.  Some 
see Obadiah as essentially a compromiser (like 
Israel in v. 21), a boss-serving, career-
protecting, life-preserving fence straddler.  Now, 
clearly, Obadiah is afraid Ahab will execute him 
should he herald Elijah‟s return; he alludes to 
such a fate three times (vv. 9, 12, 14).  Imagine 
that: a servant of the Lord who prefers not to 
die.  Is that so strange?  Yet Obadiah‟s fear 
does not arise from a reluctance to say (literally), 
„Behold, Elijah!‟ (vv. 8, 11, 14) to Ahab but from 
his supposition about what will happen after he 
announces Elijah‟s return.  He spells this out in 
verses 11-12:  Obadiah will announce Elijah, 
Ahab will go to meet him, but the Spirit of Yah-
weh will „spirit‟ Elijah away (as a protective 
measure against Ahab‟s designs?), and so Oba-
diah will be executed for the prophetic no-show 
(cf. 2 Kings 2:16).   

Continued on page 5 
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Weekly Bible Studies: 

 
Tuesday Morning 

Women’s Bible Study is 
studying “The Great Teach-
ings of the Church: The 
Covenant” taught by Carolyn 
McCorkle.  The class begins 
at 10:30 am. 

 

 Wednesday Evening 

Women’s Bible Study is 
studying The Friendships of 
Women and various women 
in the group lead each week.  
They meet from 7 pm to 8:30 
pm.    

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS. . .  

 
 

 
Wednesday Evening 

Youth Bible Study (7th to 
12th grades) meets from 7 
pm to 8:30 pm in room 111. 

Kids’ Club meets from 7 pm 
to 8:30 pm in room  

 

Thursday Morning 

Men’s Bible Study meets at 
6 am in the church library.  
Study topic is Romans using 
Dr. James Montgomery 
Boice‟s commentary. 

 

 

Other Events: 
 
 

Sunday School begins at 9 
am. 

 
CAP Breakfast is November 
5th at 8:00 am at Camelback 
Inn.  

Rummage Sale is November 
7th from 7 am to 12 pm. 

 
Blood Drive is on Sunday, 
November 22nd from 11:30 
am to 3:30 pm in rooms 108 
and 109.  Contact Denise at  
(480) 422-2499 between 10 
am and 2 pm to sign up for it. 

You are invited to a book signing for author 
Kathy Kaye.  She will be at the rummage sale on 
November 7th signing her faith-based book, 
Imagine That!  Imagine That! takes your children 
„out to the old ballgame' to see a little slugger 

turn to  Jesus in the midst of 
a nail-biting inning.  Author 
Kathy Kaye shows children 
in a fun and exciting story 
that Jesus is our friend who 
desires for us to put our 
trust in him for whatever life 
pitches.  Half of all her pro-
ceeds will go to benefit the 
Pregnancy Care Center of 
Chandler. 

BOOK SIGNING 
Pre-Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon:  In 
honor of Thanksgiving, we will designate Sun-
day,     November 22nd as a NON-poultry and 
NON-pumpkin fellowship luncheon.  Think fall!  
Think fun!  If your last name begins A-K, 
please bring a main dish.  If your last name 
begins with L-Z, please bring a vegetable dish 
AND bread.  Drinks and dessert will be pro-
vided by DPC.  We would like to invite visitors 
to this luncheon so please bring enough food 
for at least 10 people. 

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON 

DPC BLOOD DRIVE 
DPC will be sponsoring a blood drive on November 22nd from 11:30 am to 3:30 pm.  It‟s a replenish-
ment blood drive for Mia McPoland who is Chris Watling‟s granddaughter.  Every minute of every day, 
someone needs blood just like Mia.  That blood can only come from a volunteer donor, a person like 
you who makes the choice to donate.  There is no substitute for your donation.  So please help us 
help Mia by calling Denise at (480) 422-2499 between 10 am and 2 pm to sign up for the blood drive.  
Our goal is at least have 12 people give to this worthy cause. 
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WIC MINISTRY 

BIRTHDAYS  

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all 
the men who hosted a special dinner for the ladies 
on October 17th.  It was fabulous from the first 
shrimp to the last bite of crème brûlée.  The mu-
sic, poetry, scripture, and tales of romance were 
entertaining, enlightening, and encouraging.  I 
think I speak on behalf of the women when I say a 
great time was had by all!!!  
 I would like to say that we will miss our 
sweet sister-in-Christ, Iris Thomas.  She always 
had a sparkle in her eye and a kind word for those 
who were around her.  Many of us will always 
have our favorite “Iris” stories.  In a short time, she 
touched our hearts and became part of our DPC 
family.  We are blessed for having known her. 
 
  

Women‟s Ministry in the Local Church by J. Ligon 
Duncan and Susan Hunt. 
Question 1a. Why should a church have a 
women‟s ministry? 

“First, women‟s ministry is important be-
cause through it we have the opportunity to ad-
dress helpfully the issue of the nature of manhood 
and womanhood, an issue that is very much at the 
heart of the cultural transition that we find our-
selves in the midst of right now.  Male/female role 
relationships, the definition of the family, homo-
sexual rights--all of these are bellwether issues of 
our culture.  Behind the shifts in our society‟s atti-
tude to these issues is a worldview mega shift 
moving from a Judeo-Christian or biblical frame-
work to a pagan worldview.” 

 

“Second, it is important that we have a de-
liberate, intentional ministry to women in the 
church because the Bible teaches so much and so 
clearly on manhood and womanhood.  It is never, 
ever safe to act unbiblically or to ignore biblical 
teaching, and the Bible says so much about the 
way that men and women are to relate, especially 
in the home and in the church.” 

 

“Third, women‟s ministry is important be-
cause when biblical manhood and womanhood 
are denied or altered or unpracticed, that results in 
disasters for marriages, families, and churches.“   
“Women‟s ministry provides a safe and secure 
environment where those kinds of things can be 
addressed.” 

“Fourth, we ought to have an inten-
tional, deliberate approach to female disciple-
ship because men and women are different, 
and these differences need to be recognized, 
taken into account, and addressed in the 
course of Christian discipleship.” “The differ-
ence, the distinctness of men and women, is 
not only obviously displayed to us physiologi-
cally, biologically, and psychologically, it is writ-
ten plainly for us on the opening pages of the 
Bible.  When God created man, Moses tells us, 
He created them „male and female‟ (Genesis 
1:27). This universal, creational reality has im-
plications for discipleship.” 

 

“Fifth, the denial or the twisting of the 
Bible‟s clear teaching on manhood and woman-
hood is one of the central ways that biblical au-
thority is being undermined in our times.”  “Will 
the church conform her values to the prevailing 
cultural mores and norms, or will we impact and 
influence and shape our culture?”  pp. 38-42 

 

Obviously the book has a great deal 
more to say about why a church should have a 
women‟s ministry.  I would certainly recom-
mend this book to anyone who would like a 
more complete answer to these questions.    
Stay tuned next month for Question 1b. What is 
the biblical apologetic for why a church should 
have a women‟s ministry? 
 

Julie Kaal 
WIC President  

**Would you like to be added to our Birthdays 
and Anniversaries?  If so, please send your 

information to Wendy Hood, email:  

wendyhood@cox.net. 
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Nov 3      Wendy Hood 
Nov 12    Bill Lambert 
Nov 16    Julie Kaal 
Nov 23    Violet Lambert 
Nov 24    Kevin  Kaye 



Did you know that you can make a 
donation to certain Arizona chari-
ties and receive an income tax 
credit in the amount of your dona-
tion?  Basically, you determine 
where the state will spend that 

portion of your tax money!  Under this program, 
individuals may donate a maximum of $200.00 per 
year, and couples $400.00.  DPC supported chari-
ties that qualify for this tax credit program, include 
the United Food Bank and the Pregnancy Care 
Center of Chandler.  Food for the Hungry is an 
international organization, and so does not qualify. 

 

Arizona also offers this tax credit incentive for 
school donations: public, charter, or private.  Pub-
lic and charter schools may use tax credit dona-
tions for extra-curricular activities or character 
education.  Private schools, however, may use the 
donations to help pay tuition for those families who 
would not otherwise be able to afford it.  You may 
request that your donation be credited to a particu-
lar student, but the selection is not guaranteed.  If 
you have further questions, please ask Pastor Kel-
ley or Ken Kaye. 

 

Center for Arizona Policy has long advocated 
choice in education and tax credit pro-
grams.  Families reap great benefits, and the state 
saves millions of dollars annually.  However, the 
tax credit scholarship program is under attack in 
the media and in the courts.  The U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit recently refused to 
reconsider its earlier decision which questioned 
the rights of school tuition organizations that col-
lect donations for only religious schools.  It is very 
possible that this case will be heard by the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  The constitutionality of the corpo-
rate scholarship tax credit program has also been 
under scrutiny in Arizona courts. 

TAX CREDIT DONATIONS 

Please bring any of your 
gently used items to the 
church to contribute to the 
second-ever DPC Rum-
mage Sale to benefit the 
Pregnancy Care Center of 
Chandler.  Household items, 

clothing, equipment, tools, furniture, baby items, 
etc. are welcome!  Two years ago, we raised 
$1500 for the PCC at our rummage sale, and 
this time, we want to meet or exceed that 
amount!  We will receive donations up until 
Thursday, November 5th in room 114. 
 

We will need about eight to ten volunteers to 
help set up, receive money, straighten items, 
carry sold items to cars for purchasers, etc. the 
day of the sale.  Shifts are from 6:30 am to 9:30 
am and 9 am to 12 pm.  If you would like to help, 
please let Denise know.  Let's make this event 
great!! 

DPC RUMMAGE SALE 

The Barn Dance will be Satur-
day, November 14th from 6:30 
pm to 9:00 pm.  Hot dogs and 
refreshments will be served at 
6:30 pm, and square dancing with a caller will 
begin at 7:00 pm.  More information to come. 

SMALL GROUPS’ CORNER 
The Kaye Small Group is studying “Let the Na-
tions Be Glad” by John Piper.  Currently the 
members consist of Bob and Faythe Captain,  
Don and Becky Turnblade, Ken and Kathy Kaye, 
and Roy and Amy Vasel.  They spend about 15 
to 20 minutes focusing on Jesus through sing-
ing.  Then the kids go off to play together, and 
the adults discuss the book.  They wrap up their 
study time with prayer requests and then prayer.  
To end the Small Group they spend some time 
fellowshipping around snacks.  Their next meet-
ing will be November 1st from 4:30 pm till 6:00 
pm.   

HELP NEEDED!  Would anyone in the congre-
gation like to take part in planning and organizing 
one of the Fellowship luncheons?  You may have 
a great suggestion for a theme.  If you do, con-
tact Jackie Finley or Sandra Niman.  The dates 
available are December 13th, January 17th, 
March 14th and May 16th.  
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BARN DANCE 
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That was Obadiah‟s suspicion, whether justified or not.  When all is said, it seems to me that the text 
views Obadiah positively.  To be sure, Obadiah cites his life-long commitment to Yahweh (v. 12b) 
and his secret rescue of Yahweh‟s prophets (v. 13) as arguments against his death-inviting mission 
to Ahab.  (Elijah might place an enemy under such a threat, but surely not a compatriot!)  These 
items from Obadiah‟s résumé, however, do not represent his own inflated view of himself.  The nar-
rator himself has already informed us of these very facts in his „parenthesis‟ (vv. 3b-4).  That is the 
writer‟s view of Obadiah and we should stick with it.  It took guts to do what Obadiah did (vv. 4, 13).  
He didn‟t have to be told what would happen to him if his prophet preservation programme was un-
covered.  Yet just because he had guts did not mean he was fearless (vv. 9ff).  We shouldn‟t sit in 
our comfortable study chairs and berate Obadiah because he no Elijah, Jr. 

 We may draw a legitimate application based on this discussion.  Obadiah is obviously very 
different from Elijah.  Elijah‟s ministry is more public and confrontational; Obadiah works quietly in 
behind-the-scenes fashion and yet is faithful in the sphere where God placed him.  The Bible never 
tells us that there is only one kind of faithful servant (1 Corinthians 12:4-6); it never demands that 
you must be an Elijah clone.  Models are helpful bust slavish imitation of them is foolish.   

 How helpful then that Elijah is not Yahweh‟s only faithful servant.  Faithfulness is not so dull 
that it comes only in one flavor.  Moreover, your own pride requires the correction this narrative can 
give: you are not called to great works but to good works, not to flamboyant ministry but to faithful 
ministry, not to be a dashing but only a devoted servant.  Elijah and Obadiah—two faithful and differ-
ent servants.  The service of the real God is so diverse.  1 Kings: The Wisdom and the Folly by Dale 
Ralph Davis (pages 229-232) 

Pastor  Kelley  Hand 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE REAL GOD 
(Continued from page 1) 
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WOMEN’S DINNER TRIVIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

For those of you who attended the Women‟s Dinner and were 
curious about the answers to the trivia quiz, for your reading 
enjoyment, here is a snip it of the 4 pages: 

1. How old was Adam when he fathered Seth?  130 years old 

2. In what direction from Eden did God drive the newly fallen 
couple?  East 

3. How many NT letters were definitely authored by Paul?  13 

4. How many were baptized on that first Pentecost after 
Christ‟s ascension?  3000 

5. Name the 7 seven Churches Jesus directly addressed in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 (half point 
each):  Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea 

6. Tubal-Cain was famous for what form of industry?  Metal-working 

7. What were the names of Leah and Rachel‟s maidservants, whom Jacob took as concubines?  
Bilhah & Zilpah 

8. Which four of the 12 sons of Jacob were not born of Leah & Rachel (half point each)?  Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, Asher 

9. How many Levitical cities were deemed by the Law as cities of refuge?  6 

10. What was the name of Leah and Rachel‟s father?  Laban 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

MEMBER/GUEST PADS 

Sunday school classes meet each Sunday (September through May) from 
9:00 to 10:00 am in various locations.  Ask the greeter at the church en-
trance to guide you or simply ask anyone for help in locating the appropri-
ate classroom. 
 

Adult 
Bible Study Class gathers each Sunday (September through May) at 9 am 
in room 111.  

 
College and Career Age Young Adults 
Class meets in room 105 (Library/Conference Room) led by Mike Finley 
and Dave Farbishel. 
 

Children  
Classes are provided for second grade through sixth grade.  Each class 
has at least two teachers or a teacher and an aide.   For more information, 
contact Dave Farbishel, Director of Children's Ministry, at 
(480) 422-2499 (Church office). 
 

Infants, Toddlers, and Two year olds (Rooms 114,115): Kathy Kaye,    
Julie Kaal 
Three, Four, and Five year olds (Room 112):  Vicki Hand, Amy Vasel 
First through Third Grades (Room 106):  Dave Maurmann,  Wendy Hood                                                     
Fourth through Sixth Grades (Room 108):  Gene Lee, Julia Martinez 
Junior and Senior Highs (Room 109):  Ken Kaye 

NEWSLETTER  
People like to know what is going on in the church.  Write an article for the 
newsletter and share the information.  All articles need to be in by the 20th 
of each month for review before being added to the newsletter.  Please 
email your submissions to Wendy Hood at wendyhood@cox.net.   
 

If you have any questions please call Wendy at (480) 209-1328. 

Desert Palms Church 
Presbyterian Church in 
America 
 
4265 S. Arizona  Avenue 
Chandler, AZ 85248  
(480) 422-2499 
 

 

We’re on the web 

www.dpc-pca.org 

Kelley R. Hand  

Senior Pastor 

(480) 422-2499  

kelley.hand@dpc-pca.org  

 

 

Ruling Elders  

Dave Lambert  

Ken Kaye  

Gene Lee 

 

Deacons  

Jesse Galloway   

Mike Finley  

Peter Kaal  

Rob Hood  

Bill Lambert  

 

 

Office Administrator  

Denise Sutherland 

(480) 422-2499 

office@dpc-pca.org 

  

Please fill out the guest pads at the end of your row.  It is 
used only to contact you for a church event or news that 
needs to be shared.  We promise not to spam you or sell it 
to 3rd parties. 


